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Pros: It provides a big-picture view of artistic

influences and eras as well as detailed descriptions of

nearly every art movement.

Cons: Reading is the main activity; without any bells

and whistles to excite kids, they may get bored fast.

Bottom Line: This resource from the Metropolitan

Museum of Art beautifully illustrates art's evolution

and is great for research, but more interactivity would

help balance out the text-heavy content.
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Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History
History and art intersect on the Met's vast, reading-centric site
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  Not yet rated

9–12 Arts  Social Studies

 

What Is It? Is It Good for Learning?

Because it centers primarily on reading, you may find this site is best for individual use --

for homework assignments, research projects, etc. However, you can definitely share and discuss key

pieces of art with your class on a whiteboard. The site's content provides a look at how key events

and people affected art in different eras, which could work in a history class as well as for more art-

focused subjects. You can show and compare artistic works that show influence from other periods

or build on individual reading assignments with in-class work, like asking students to identify

signature elements in Dali's paintings. 

The Met's main site also offers additional resources, including the online portion of its Thomas J.

Watson research library. An educator section has nearly 100 elementary, middle school, and high

school lesson plans; teachers can also purchase illustrated publications.

Show less

Learning Rating

OVERALL RATING

ENGAGEMENT 

The site offers an abundance of information for

research or personal knowledge gain, but there's not

much interactivity. You'll do a lot of reading and

won't find many exercises to test learning or other

absorbing activities.

PEDAGOGY 

Kids get detailed info on the factors behind artistic

movements and can view some major works.

Content is categorized by era, theme, and region to

help kids understand how art, history, and different

styles intersect.

SUPPORT 

Some items link to related Met publication articles.

The museum's main site includes information on

exhibitions, arranging a visit, and other topics.

Teachers can also access its Thomas J. Watson

research library.
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How Can I Teach with This Tool?
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Chris H.
Alternative Education, Art
Integrated Multi-Subject
Classroom, Teacher Consultant -
Great Valley Writing Project

User-friendly exploration of the world of fine art

10 years ago

Continue reading

There are many fine art resources on the web, and I find this to be a real stand out. The ease of use is key to its success. It makes a

difference when it is easy to explore and find new things. That, coupled with just the right amount of information about the artist,

the work itself, the movement perhaps, connections to like items, and the historical context makes the site a home run. The site is
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