
Take a look inside 6 images

Pros: Theory information on songs from different

genres and some nifty extras can help kids improve

their performance skills.

Cons: Kids have to buy sheet music for many of the

modern tunes, and the same kind of info isn't

consistently provided for each song.

Bottom Line: 8notes.com isn't as free as they imply, but

it does provide some really useful resources to round

out students' musical education.
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Solid mix of free and paid music ed resources, plus sheet music
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  Not yet rated

3–12 Arts  Digital Citizenship & Literacy  1 more

 

What Is It? Is It Good for Learning?

Teachers can encourage students to search for and download songs they'd like to play using the free

8notes.com version. An ad-free school subscription is also available. Some aspects still need a little

tweaking -- kids can currently only log in using a teacher's email address and site password, and there

doesn't seem to be a way to track individual student progress. However, the subscription gives all

students in a school access to mp3 play-along tracks; sheet music for longer, more complex songs;

and high-quality, printable .pdf files. Students and teachers can also request transposition services.

The site's lessons can also be doled out as reading assignments to help kids learn about basic music

theory -- more than 45 lessons cover intervals, key signatures, and other topics. 

 

Show less

Learning Rating

OVERALL RATING

ENGAGEMENT 

Some items, such as tracks kids can play along with

and interactive tests, help kids connect with the site;

adding more would make it an even stronger

resource. Users can email each other through the

site and discuss topics on forums.

PEDAGOGY 

Lessons teach music theory and explain musical

elements; instrument chord charts, a guitar tuner,

and a metronome also offer instruction. Sheet music

can help kids learn about song components;

exercises sometimes pair reading with audio.

SUPPORT 

Users can discuss music on active site forums,

including instrument-specific boards. Kids can: view

links to other music sites, music jokes, and composer

and instrument images; buy sheet music; and print

blank sheet-music paper.
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Privacy Rating

This tool has not yet been rated by our privacy team. Learn more about our privacy ratings

How Can I Teach with This Tool?
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Kirstin S.
Teacher
Cabell County Schools
Huntington WV, US Additional resource for finding sheet music and tutorials based upon artisit, genre, occasion, and instrument.

11 years ago

Continue reading

8notes.com is simple a database for additional resources that students could use as practice or scaffolding difficult musical

concepts. I would not use this website as a means to engage students or provide initial direct instruction/ exploration of muscial

concepts. Students could be made aware of this resource for additional practice, but I would not let students explore this website
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How Can I Teach with This Tool? Is It Good for Learning?

8notes.com is a website that provides free sheet music for more than 25 instruments. Kids can also

access written lessons on piano chords, drum beats, and other musical components and music theory

lessons. Other resources include an online guitar tuner, metronome, and guitar and piano chord

charts with audio files that let kids hear chords before playing them. Users can also read biographies

on musicians spanning from Beethoven to Beyonce, upload pieces, and look up terms in a musical

glossary. A forum gives kids the chance to communicate with fellow musicians.

Learning Rating

OVERALL RATING

ENGAGEMENT 

Some items, such as tracks kids can play along with

and interactive tests, help kids connect with the site;

adding more would make it an even stronger

resource. Users can email each other through the

site and discuss topics on forums.

PEDAGOGY 

Lessons teach music theory and explain musical

elements; instrument chord charts, a guitar tuner,

and a metronome also offer instruction. Sheet music

can help kids learn about song components;

exercises sometimes pair reading with audio.

SUPPORT 

Users can discuss music on active site forums,

including instrument-specific boards. Kids can: view

links to other music sites, music jokes, and composer

and instrument images; buy sheet music; and print

blank sheet-music paper.

Common Sense reviewer
Erin B.

See how we rate and review

(See all 2 reviews) Write a review

Privacy Rating

This tool has not yet been rated by our privacy team. Learn more about our privacy ratings

What Is It?



  



Kirstin S.
Teacher
Cabell County Schools
Huntington WV, US Additional resource for finding sheet music and tutorials based upon artisit, genre, occasion, and instrument.

11 years ago

Continue reading

8notes.com is simple a database for additional resources that students could use as practice or scaffolding difficult musical

concepts. I would not use this website as a means to engage students or provide initial direct instruction/ exploration of muscial

concepts. Students could be made aware of this resource for additional practice, but I would not let students explore this website

Helpful

Curated List

Great Apps, Games, and
Websites for Music Education

Inspire music makers and lifelong

appreciation.

Our Work and Impact

How We Work

Diversity & Inclusion

Meet Our Team

Board of Directors

Board of Advisors

Our Partners

Our Offices

Press Room

Annual Report

Contact Us

Common Sense Media

Common Sense Education

Digital Citizenship Program

Family Engagement Program

Privacy Program

Research Program

Advocacy Program

Donate

Join as a Parent

Join as an Educator

Join as an Advocate

Get Our Newsletters

Request a Speaker

Partner With Us

Events

We're Hiring

For Parents  For Educators  Our Work and Impact

Enter keywords or select a browse option

     Digital Literacy and Citizenship Apps and Websites for Learning Tips and Resources Professional Development Family Resources Get Our Newsletter

Sign in Register

About Learn More Get Involved

https://www.commonsense.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/CommonSenseEd
https://twitter.com/CommonSenseEd
https://www.instagram.com/commonsenseedu/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CommonSenseEducators
https://www.linkedin.com/company/common-sense-media
https://commonsense.my.site.com/membersupport/s/contactsupport
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/our-mission/privacy-policy
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/our-mission/site-terms-use
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/our-mission/community-guidelines
https://www.commonsense.org/education/user/284720
https://www.commonsense.org/education/reviews/3907026/teacher-reviews
https://www.commonsense.org/education/how-we-rate-and-review
http://8notes.com/
https://www.commonsense.org/education/search?f%5B0%5D=search_subjects%3A19644
https://www.commonsense.org/education/search?f%5B0%5D=search_topics%3A116479
https://www.commonsense.org/education/user/284720
https://www.commonsense.org/education/how-we-rate-and-review
https://www.commonsense.org/education/reviews/3907026/teacher-reviews
https://www.commonsense.org/user/login?destination=/education/reviews/8notescom
https://privacy.commonsense.org/resource/privacy-ratings
https://www.commonsense.org/education/user/284720
https://www.commonsense.org/education/user/2304071
https://www.commonsense.org/education/user/2304071
https://www.commonsense.org/education/reviews/8notescom/teacher-reviews/3990416
https://www.commonsense.org/user/login?destination=/education/reviews/8notescom
https://www.commonsense.org/education/lists/great-apps-games-and-websites-for-music-education
https://www.commonsense.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/our-mission
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/diversity-equity-inclusion
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/meet-our-team
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/meet-our-team/our-board
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/meet-our-team/our-advisors
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/our-partners
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/offices
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/press-room/press-releases
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/common-sense-annual-report
https://commonsense.my.site.com/membersupport/s/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsense.org/education
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsense.org/face
https://privacy.commonsense.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research
https://www.commonsense.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/donate
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/join
https://www.commonsense.org/user/register
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/newsletters
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/newsletters
https://commonsense.my.site.com/membersupport/s/contactsupport
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/partner-with-us
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/events-at-common-sense
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/jobs
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsense.org/education
https://www.commonsense.org/
https://www.commonsense.org/education
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-literacy
https://www.commonsense.org/education/search?f%5B0%5D=search_type%3Aeditorial_review&sort_by=field_search_sort_date
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles
https://www.commonsense.org/education/professional-development
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-engagement
https://www.commonsense.org/education/newsletter
https://www.commonsense.org/user/login?destination=/node/3907026
https://www.commonsense.org/user/register?destination=/node/3907026
https://www.commonsense.org/
https://www.commonsense.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/our-mission


Take a look inside 6 images

Pros: Theory information on songs from different

genres and some nifty extras can help kids improve

their performance skills.

Cons: Kids have to buy sheet music for many of the

modern tunes, and the same kind of info isn't

consistently provided for each song.

Bottom Line: 8notes.com isn't as free as they imply, but

it does provide some really useful resources to round

out students' musical education.

Explore Our Favorite Tools

Common Sense is dedicated to

improving the lives of kids and families

by providing the trustworthy

information, education, and

independent voice they need to thrive.

We're a nonprofit. Support our work

Follow Common Sense
Education

 Facebook

 Twitter

 Instagram

 YouTube

 LinkedIn

Contact us /  Privacy /  Cookie settings /  Terms of use /  Community guidelines

© Common Sense Media. All rights reserved. Common Sense and other associated names and logos are trademarks of Common Sense Media, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (FEIN: 41-2024986).

Review by Erin B. , Common Sense Education | Updated October 2013

8notes.com
Solid mix of free and paid music ed resources, plus sheet music

Learning rating

See full review

Community rating

Based on 2 reviews

Privacy rating

Expert evaluation by Common Sense

Grades



Subjects & Topics

Price: Free, Paid  Platforms: Web See how we rate and review

Get it now 

  Not yet rated

3–12 Arts  Digital Citizenship & Literacy  1 more

 

How Can I Teach with This Tool? What Is It?

The free 8notes.com subscription has some limitations; kids won't find endless amounts of music

here (particularly if they play a more obscure instrument, like the mandolin). The free selection tends

to center on traditional music for mainstream instruments. Some users may be content playing piano

selections like "Happy Birthday" or Beethoven's "Moonlight Sonata," while other kids may be

frustrated to find much of the pop song sheet music has to be purchased to be played.

Still, the site offers several tools that can help kids fine-tune their playing skills. It provides an

impressive amount of educational materials, including a musical term glossary, instrument image

gallery, and dozens of contemporary and classical musician biographies. The same supplementary

items aren’t included for each song -- many of the classical pieces, for example, simply list a brief

theme and composer background. But other pieces feature useful information on chord patterns,

song structure, and other elements. 
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