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PRAYING FOR A
LOVE MATCH?

Speedy Dating

LOVE IN THREE MINUTES OR LESS
Are Timed Mini Dates The Matchmaking I\Af'th-’*ri Of The Future?

CW Puts Quickie Coupling To The Test

The benefits of finding true love are enor-
mous—unconditional support, endless
affection, intense adoration—but who has
time for all that?

| kezp mysell busy at work | have
friends who | rarely see. |} have piles and
piles of laundry! Clearly, I've run out of
time in my day to go scouring the local
bar scene for suitable mates. [t's not that
I'm not looking for love—it's that | don't
want to look tor long. It's iike shopping. If
| want a denim jacket, | want to find one |
like, fast. Does that mean | have to com-
promise price or style? No. It just means |
have to limit my shopping to a place that
offers a3 good selection of jackets.

And when | want to slip my arms
around a hot guy (as opposed to some
neatly crafted denim), | want the same
opportunity. Which has brought me here,
to FastDater, 1o try one of the latest sin-
qles crazes—speedy dating. it's the last
and the furious of romance—singles rev
up their engines and try to charm, charm,
charm for three minutes before the per-
san they are talking to moves on. Then
you try again. And again. And again...

TWOSOME TIME

I've certainly boon on dates that | had
wished would lngt for only three minutes, but
this & my first actual experence doing the
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TIME FLIES

With the second hum of the buzzer, | do get a
date: And it's nowhere as weird as | think. You
shake hands, you introduce yourselves, and you
just start talking: Not bad. | can do that. We chat
about Chicago, and our jobs.

After three minutes, the buzzer beeps, and
we're both surprised. “Oh! It's such a short time!” |
exclaim, for the first of 950 times that night.
Because it really does go fast, in most instances.
The unfortunate thing is it takes some people a
few minutes to warm up—and a few minutes is all
we have. Take for instance Shy Guy, who was
quiet and withdrawn for the first two and a half
minutes, then began to relax and laugh—a sound
that was completely droned out by the buzzer.

TOO MUCH INFORMATION

Within the next hour | meet the following date
prospects: the dean of a local college, a profes-
sional violinist and a very nice salesman. | have
also met a man who wants two children, preferably
within the next three years; a man who has an
affinity for really bad lines and a man whose main
hobby is breeding giant snakes. Lesson No. 1 of
speedy dating: Don't lay too much on the line in
three minutes. And lest you think it was just the
men who put it all out there and then wished they
could take it right back, | became stuck in a two
and a half-minute

attempt to prove |
was not completely
{ dorky after
responding to a
dater’s initial ques-
tion of, “So what
do you do for
fun?” with “I really
want a cat!”

The other
thing I'd recom-
mend is not using
cheesy lines to
try to impress

i the other per-
son. Nothing
freezes a con-
versation faster
than a doozer
like, “Well, I'm
really enjoying

’ ~ your eyes right
h_ now..." | had that

“HELLO,
FM ERIN..”

little nugget tossed at me about a minute into a
date, and | couldn’t think of any other response
than “Thank you, they came with my head,” which
was just as weird, and the rapport pretty much
stopped there. | hope he did indeed like my eyes,
because he had nothing to do for the next two
minutes but stare at them in near silence.

But most of the guys are there for the same rea-
son | am: They're sick of the traditional dating
scene (crowded bars, bad blind daies). It’'s nice to
be in a room of people who all want to meet some-
one. And there are some contenders: The very
nice classical musician who loves Chicago; an
administrator who has a great smile and great con-
versation. In fact, it's extremely clear when the
buzzer goes off if there’s future date potential or
not—you find yourself wishing some guys could
stay and keep chatting!

TIME TO GO...

After more than three hours, the dates come to a
close. The verdict? For the semi-shy gal, speedy
dating is a great thing. And for girls like me, who
may be chatty but have no clue how to get their
game on, it's a gift: Somebody else brings the
men; we just have to talk. And then? Fill out your
sheet (I checked off “yes" for several men, if you
were wondering), hand it in and go home.

Two days after the dating event, | get an e-mail
from FastDater with my matches. Twenty-two fellas
marked me down as a yes (these are so much
better than the odds | get when | go to bars). The
day after that message arrives, | get three e-mails
from guys who would actually like to chat for 60
minutes or more. Two are nice invitations for coffee
and conversation; the other ends with “gotta go
get horizontal” and | delete it.

Will I actually ever go on a date with any of my
three-minute suitors? I'd really like to. We've been
e-mailing, but the thing that drew many of us to
FastDater may be the biggest obstacle to planning
our next date: time. Trying to coordinate our
schedules for a date that would last 60, maybe
90—or more—minutes is turning out to be a diffi-
cult thing. Sure, we may not have time on our side,
but we've already conquered the hardest part of
dating—meeting someone. As for the evening out?
Only time will tell... cw

LOOKING FOR A QUICK MATCH?
Check out www.fastdater.com for a list of
upcoming speedy dating events near you!

FINDING
LOVE FAST

We Spent 21 Minutes Talking
With Tom Jaffee, CEQ And
Founder Of 8minute Dating

When Tom Jaffee started
8minute Dating, he had no
problem settling on a basic con-
cept or location (Boston, where
he lives), but he did have one
quandary: How long to make
the timed dates? Whereas many
groups opt for seven minutes,
Jaffee’s is one of the few to
push the time limit up—to a
whopping eight minutes.

What can we expect from that
additional minute?

The way | look at it is you want
to have an amount of time when
you can sit down and have a
conversation with somebody.
With eight minutes you get a
sense of “Is this somebody |
would enjoy spending a whole
evening with?"

If there’s silence during the eight-
minute date is that bad?

If you're talking to anyone for
eight minutes, and it's hard, it's
not going to be a good evening
out later.

Do a lot of love malches result
from your parties?

More than 90 percent of people
who go to our events meet
somebody they want to see
again. About 65 percent of the
time the interest is mutual. If you
compare that to any other way
single people try to meet each
other, nothing else comes close!

Why do you think this is such a hlt’
People have asked me if | ini
it's just a trend and | do
about meeting people
ing conversation.




