For Parents For Educators For Advocates Login | Signmeup

What are you looking for? Q Q DONATE

& common sense education”

Digital Citizenship EdTech Reviews & Resources Professional Development

Recognition & Community

Privacy Initiative

Review by Erin Brereton, Common Sense Education | Updated December 2013

Grades ©

K-12

Subjects & skills »

Smithsonian Folkways

Text-centric world music site could use more
activities, music
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Teachers say (2 Reviews)
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Common Sense says (See details)
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Price: Free Platforms: Website

Take alook inside  5images

Pros: Well-organized written and audio

Cons: Some songs are just brief audio

Bottom Line: Kids won't hear every tune

content can give kids a specific and big- samples, and interactive items are few: inits entirety, but Smithsonian Folkways'

picture view of some culturally based kids will need to do a lot of reading. resources can help them comprehend

music genres. and appreciate cultural music.

How Can | Teach with This Tool? What Is It? Is It Good for Learning?

You can use the site's magazine articles, artist bios, and other content as assignments to provide
reading practice and background on world music. A few interactive elements, some of which are
available in Spanish, also provide a look at topics like jazz and Latin music.

The content, which features musical styles and songs from various cultures, can potentially be used in
social studies or geography lessons, as well. Lesson plans are also available on the site for various age
groups, including grades 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.

Standards: Common Core ELA
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Featured review by Ashley G.

Music History in various forms!

| love the website. The Smithsonian Institution does so well with their websites in
general. Music history is a subject that isn't touched much in the elementary
Classroom teacher classroom but | try my best to make my students aware of music's past. This website
Geneva Kent Elementary School gives me the opportunity to focus on specific parts of history, the various music of that
part of history, and gives me lesson plan ideas as well. My students are learning more

about music history than they ever thought existed! The main downside is that the ...

Huntington, United States

Read full review »

Explore Our Favorite Tools

Resources for After-School Enrichment
Programs and Clubs
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Extend learning beyond the school day.
GRADESK - 12

Best Infographic Design Apps and
Websites
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Afew great student- and teacher-
friendly tools for creating infographics.

ARTS, SCIENCE, HEALTH & WELLNESS GRADES2-12

COLLEGE & CAREER PREP ARTS

COMMUNICATION & COLLABORATION

10 Best Arts Tools for High School
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The best high school-level resources for
visual and performing arts classrooms.
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Get weekly updates on the latest digital tools and teaching strategies.
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